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Field report from the journey to
North-East Greenland 2018

Ørnereden – a unique and historical expedition house!!
An entirely extraordinarily short, cold and wet summer in North-East Greenland
created great challenges for Nanok’s two field teams this year; however, despite the
challenges, the teams succeeded in carrying out the planned main tasks. One task was
to put a new layer of roofing felt on Ørnereden, Lauge Koch’s old expedition house on
Ella Ø. The other task was to carry out maintenance of one of the historical houses on
Bass Rock. Furthermore, both field teams succeeded in carrying out a range of other
important tasks. Read more about this and much more in the report.

28th field season

Introduction
This year Nordøstgrønlandsk Kompagni Nanok
has completed its 28th field season.
In Denmark most will probably remember the
summer 2018 as quite extraordinary when
thinking of of the weather; but while we were
sweating during a record-long heat wave, the
situation in North-East Greenland was entirely
the opposite. There the summer was the shortest,
wettest and coldest in many years, which also
created challenges for our two field teams. A
soft and useless runway on Ella Ø delayed one
team a week in reaching Ella Ø, while an
unexpectedly late break-up of the sea ice delayed
the other team in reaching their destination, Bass
Rock, and also hindered the team’s planned
work in the Hochstetter Bugt area. Furthermore,
it turned out that the Liavåg hut at Kap Wynn,
which was to be refitted, had been destroyed,
probably due to a severe erosion of the coast. All
in all, it was a season that in several ways
confirmed that working in North-East Greenland
is neither trivial nor predictable; which is no
surprise to anyone, who travelled there through
the years.
However, in Nanok we are glad that we,
despite the challenges, were able to carry out the
planned main tasks, namely installing new
roofing felt onto Ørnereden on Ella Ø and
maintaining the historical house Bass Rock. In
addition, both field teams have completed a
range of other important tasks.
Both houses, Ørnereden and Bass Rock, are
unique. Ørnereden, built in connection with the
Lauge Koch expeditions 1931-34, functioned as
Koch’s headquarters in the following two-three
decades of extensive explorations of North-East
Greenland. It was from Ørnereden that "Ørnen"
(the Eagle) - i.e. Lauge Koch – led the battle and
his "army" of scientists and assistants. Since
then, countless people have lived in or visited
the house and continue to do so. Ørnereden is
always open for visitors, who pass by, and the
house is regularly visited, e.g. by cruise tourists.
The Bass Rock houses, built in 1901 by the
Baldwin-Ziegler expedition, and which, among
other things, helped save Ejnar Mikkelsen and
Iver Iversen during their involuntary stay in
1909-12, are the oldest, still-existing buildings in
North-East Greenland. One house has had a
collapsed roof for many years and has been
allowed to stay as such. The other house,
however, is intact, and it is this house that Nanok

this summer has maintained according to
knowledgeable directions on the restoration from
the Greenland National Museum in Nuuk.
Last but not least, thanks to help from Naja
Mikkelsen, Sirius and the inspection vessel
”Vædderen,” we succeeded in mounting
reconstructions of both nameplate and outer door
onto "Alabamahuset" on Shannon Ø with short
notice.

First and foremost, a warm thank you to our
main sponsor, Aage V. Jensens Fonde, for
never-failing trust and support. Without
continuous support, Nanok would not be able to
carry out our work, which can be logistically
challenging and take years of preparation.
We also owe a special thanks to a range of
Danish Military units and individuals for their
kind co-operation and for readily assisting in
solving various logistic challenges. Many
different units have contributed along the way,
including Arctic Command, the Sirius Sledge
Patrol, Station and Patrol Service Greenland,
Defense Guard Mestersvig as well as the Navy’s
inspection vessels. Also a great thank you to
logistics personnel and scientists at both
Daneborg and Zackenberg research stations for
accommodating assistance and co-operation.
A warm thank you also to Inge Bisgaard at the
Greenland National Museum in Nuuk for
knowledgeable directions on the restoration.
Also a very warm thank you for the great
backing that family and friends give the
dispatched Nanok’ers, who spend most of a
summer holiday working for Nanok. Such
support and understanding from home mean the
world to the individual Nanok’er.
Furthermore, a great thank you to the large
circle of individuals that continuously show
positive interest in and support our work.
Finally, a warm thank you to all other good
collaborators as well as private and public
authorities that in different ways have
contributed in making our work possible.
On behalf of Nanok
Peter Schmidt Mikkelsen

This field report is also available in English and Danish at: www.xsirius.dk/nanok.html
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Field report for the “Ella Ø team” 2018
Tasks
The Ella Ø team had the following tasks:
a) To fix new roofing felt onto Ørnereden
[235-1] on Ella Ø
b) to
reassess
the
bear-proofing
of
Tolvmandsbarakken
c) to install new floor in the porch in
Sverresborg [232]
d) to refit the Von Krogh hut [328]
e) to complete maintenance of and resupply
huts previously renovated by Nanok in the
Ella Ø region
f) to inspect, count and carry out maintenance
of Nanok’s equipment and depot on Ella Ø
g) to receive goods for Nanok on Ella Ø
h) to assist the Asiaq field team with logistical
support
i) to prepare for the Nanok expedition 2019

"Kontoret" – our home in Nyhavn.
too soft for landing at the moment. Nevertheless,
it was decided that we should keep the scheduled
departure date and find on-site solutions for
getting on to Ella Ø. On 25 July, we travelled to
Reykjavik, where we met the three scientists
from Asiaq and the Greenland Institute of
Natural Resources, whom Nanok had promised
to assist with logistical support in connection
with surveys that Asiaq wished to carry out in
Vega Sund. From Reykjavik we continued to
Constable Pynt and a few hours later to
Mestersvig, where we arrived in the evening.
Here it was confirmed that it was not possible to
land on Ella Ø. In connection with the first
landing of the year on Ella Ø a few days earlier,
the Twin Otter had got stuck on the runway and

Ella Ø team
Hasse Nielsen Staunstrup (Sirius ’78)
Leif Kjær Pedersen (Sirius '78)
Claus "Tavse" Birkbøll (Sirius ’73)
Journey up to Nyhavn and Mestersvig
Before departure, we received information that
there might be some challenges going to Ella Ø
from Mestersvig, as the runway on Ella Ø was

View over Nyhavn [209-2] and Kong Oscar Fjord. The fjord ice is still hindering sailing. 26th July.
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Departure from Mestersvig to Holm Bugt – and transport to Ella Ø. 2nd August.
had to be pulled free with a tractor. According to
the pilot, this had taken approx. 3 hours.
The ice situation in Kong Oscar Fjord meant that
sailing to Ella Ø wasn’t an option either. Thus,
we were all installed in "Kontoret" in Nyhavn
[209-2]. We received the usual good assistance
from the personnel in Mestersvig, who assisted
us with transport and also supplied us with
enough food to feed a small army.
We spent the time counting Nanok’s depot and
getting rid of unusable roofing felt as agreed
with the director of Nanok. Again, the
Mestersvig personnel were helpful transporting
the roofing felt to be burnt. We also made an
unsuccessful attempt to go to Hamna [208-2] to
prepare the planned refitting in 2020; but it was
not possible due to the large amounts of
meltwater. The wait was also spent on various
works refitting Kontoret. Naturally, we were in
daily contact with Sirius on Ella Ø regarding the
condition of both the ice and the runway. We
were also in contact with Tårnet in Mestersvig
countless times regarding the situation.

Twin Otter had managed to land to pick up a
group of French scientists. Then, we arranged
with Sirius on Ella Ø to try to pick us up there,
as the pilots, after picking up the French
scientists, had assessed that it would be possible
to sail Holm Bugt from Ella Ø. Great was the
joy, when we on 2 August finally were able to
leave Mestersvig. The joy was no less, as we
arrived at Holm Bugt and saw that the Sirius
boat had already arrived. We quickly unloaded
the Twin Otter and loaded the Sirius boat, and
later that day we finally arrived at Ella Ø. The
Nanok team moved into the nicely refitted
Tolvmandsbarak and the scientists installed
themselves in Ørnereden. We were glad to see
that neither of the two buildings had had bear
visit. However, a bear had crushed the door of
Maskinhuset. This was refitted later, of course.
Attempt to sail to Sverresborg
Our plan was first to sail to Sverresborg [232] to
drop off the scientists and to install a new floor
in the porch. So, while two of us prepared and
launched "Agsut," one organised the supplies
that had been delivered to Ella Ø a few days
earlier with the inspection ship "Hvidbjørnen".
The old crockery from Tolvmandsbarakken was

The journey to Ella Ø
Ultimately, we managed to make an agreement
with Norlandair to fly us to Holm Bugt, where a

Left: Arrival dinner with Sirius in Ørnereden. Right: Departure towards Sverresborg.
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brought to Ørnereden, and the new crockery was
used in Tolvmandsbarakken.
During the launch of "Agsut," the drawbar
broke, but this did not cause additional delay, as
we received assistance from Sirius, who lent us
one of theirs, which luckily was a fit. In the
evening of 4 August, we set off towards
Sverresborg with the three scientists, their
equipment and materiel for reparations. In Vega
Sund the fjord ice was scattered, and in a few
places packed, but it was possible to pass
through somewhat safely. Approx. 10 km before
Sverresborg, the pack ice became more packed
and approx. 6 km from the hut, it was no longer
possible to continue the sail in a safe manner.
We made a few attempts but assessed that it was
impossible to go on. The distribution of ice
seemed to be consistent with the ice map that we
had seen four days earlier: The ice was too
closely packed around Sverresborg. Therefore,
we decided to sail back to Ella Ø, arriving the
next morning. The journey back was not without
excitement, as a thick fog followed us most of
the way through Vega Sund, but with the help of
GPS and following our plotted route from the
journey out, we got back safe. We noted that the
ice was moving and lay differently than on the
journey out, which was confirmed the next day,
when Sirius went on a reconnaissance in Vega
Sund and were stopped for several hours by an
blockage of fjord ice in the same place we had
sailed through unimpeded five hours earlier.

the old rakes.
Back on EllaRemoving
Ø
Safe back on the lovely Ella Ø, on 5 August we
began attaching new felting roof onto
Ørnereden, after a well-deserved nap. To ensure
safe working conditions on the steep roof, we
first had to create different safety equipment

Work has begun attaching a new layer of roofing felt onto Ørnereden.
i gang med at lægge et nyt lag tagpap på Ørnereden.
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such as roofer's ladders, safety line, etc. The
rakes were so weathered underneath the paint
that we decided to renew these and begin by
taking down the old. When you burn roofing felt
onto timber, there will always be a risk of

causing a fire in the timber below. To prevent
this from happening, we prepared fire pump and
hoses to supply water directly from the fjord
with the help of Sirius and their equipment.

Hasse and Leif attach roofing felt onto Ørnereden.
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The carpenter - Tavse – making new rakes.

The new rakes are mounted and painted with linseed oil.
Two of us worked on the roofing felt and one on
the new rakes and various wood tasks, so it
would be ready to attach, when the roofing felt
has been welded on. Due to the extent of the
work, which was larger than expected, and our
delay in Mestersvig, we decided after a couple of
days not to make further attempts to sail to
Sverresborg - nor to try to visit the other huts.
Furthermore, in the meantime, because of the
circumstances, the three scientists had started
measuring around Ella Ø, which they said gave
good data.
On 11 August we were finally done attaching
roofing felt onto Ørnereden. We spent a day
mounting the new rakes. They were attached
with screws, so they will be easy to take off, if
needed. The rakes have received 1-2 coats of
white linseed oil paint, and it would be

advisable, if team 2019 have time to apply
another 1-2 layers. Furthermore, it turned out
that the flagpole needed a new holder baset, so
we took it down, cleaned it well, sanded it and
applied the first layer of white linseed oil paint.
We have made drawings and will make a new
holder base ready for rising in 2019. The
flagstaff has been put in the hallway in
Tolvmandsbarakken.
Further bear proofing of Tolvmandsbarakken
was the source of many and long talks over the
evening coffee, also with participation from the
Sirius men. The conclusion, however, was that
Tolvmandsbarakken has been efficiently and
well secured, which is also confirmed by the fact
that no bear has been inside the house since it
was reinforced in 2015.
7

Ørnereden is ready once more for many years of Arctic weather!

Reparation of windows and replacing window glass in Tolvmandsbarakken.

The cradle for "Agsut" needs a replacement. "Agsut" ready for winter.
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Left: Journey home via Nyhavn with assistance from Sirius.
Right: Ready for departure from Mestersvig with Twin Otter.
Closing down on Ella Ø
The last few days were spent on preparing
"Agsut" for winter, among other things. As
previously ascertained, a new winch and a new
cradle are really needed. We have worked out a
proposal for this, which will be presented
separately. But up came good, old "Agsut",
which was prepared for winter and wrapped in
the tarpaulins. In addition, we also achieved to
replace the plexiglas windows in the four
windows in the living room in
Tolvmandsbarakken with real glas. As it will
appear from the the proposal for next year’s
purchases, both a glazier’s hammer and window
pins were missing, but with a carpenter on the
team, we did not let these trifles get in our way.
Furthermore, over the last days we did a

thorough counting and clean-up of all Nanok
equipment and went through the proposal for
purchases in 2019.
Journey home
The runway on Ella Ø was still too soft for
landing the Twin Otter. It was therefore arranged
with Siruis that they would sail us to Mestersvig.
The ice in Kong Oscar Fjord was now in a
condition, which allowed sailing with Sirius'
new boats. So, before noon on 15 August, we
and the scientist team were sailed to Nyhavn,
where we were picked up by the Mestersvig
personnel. After a good lunch, it was time to
depart with the Twin Otter to Constable Pynt,
from where we flew on to Reykjavik. Here we
had an overnight stay before continuing home to
Denmark. The evening was spent saying ”thank
you for a great summer” with the Asiaq scientist
team at the restaurant "3 Frakkar".
Conclusion and task status
Our main task, attaching new roofing felt onto
Ørnereden, we believe to have solved
satisfactorily. Reassessing the bear proofing of
Tolvmandsbarakken, partly replacing windows
as well as support of the three scientists from
Asiaq and the Institute of Natural Resources, we
also believe to have solved suitably.
Unfortunately, due to the extraordinary ice
situation this year and an unusable runway on
Ella Ø, we were delayed and hindered in
solving the tasks on the other huts.
Along the way, we received great assistance and
cooperativeness from many places, not least from the
Sirius men on Ella Ø, the Sirius Sledge Patrol,
Station and Patrol Service Greenland (SPG), Arctic
Command (AKO) and Defense Guard Mestersvig. A
great thank you to everyone.

Hasse - Leif - Tavse
From the left: Tavse, Hasse and Leif. The photo
was taken at a previous occation.
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The map shows the maintenance status for the old huts, houses and stations in North-East Greenland.
The sites marked red or yellow can be expected to be in reasonably usable condition. Other sites,
however, cannot be expected to be usable. Sites marked green are other huts with the classification B,
which Nanok may renovate and maintain in the coming years.
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The map shows the maintenance status for the old huts, houses and stations in North-East Greenland.
The sites marked red or yellow can be expected to be in reasonably usable condition. Other sites,
however, cannot be expected to be usable. Sites marked green are other huts with the classification B,
which Nanok may renovate and maintain in the coming years.
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Reparation of zinc plates on roof; installation of
chimney; reparation of windows and frames;
reparation of entry ledged door; renovation with
pieces of zinc plate; repair/replacement of rotten
wood on façade elements; restoration of drip cap
along the lower edge of the house; and removal
of built-up soil along the foundation area.
With assistance of Sirius and the Navy’s
inspection ship, materials for both huts had been
laid out in advance. As a result, we were able to
avoid overloading the dinghies on the sail.

Field report for the “Daneborg team” 2018
Tasks
The Daneborg team had the following tasks:
a) to complete culture-historical preservation of
Bass Rock [461] according to the directions
of the Greenland National Museum
b) to refit Liavåg [441-3] at Kap Wynn
c) to complete maintenance of and resupply huts
north of Daneborg that previously have been
restored by Nanok
d) to inspect, count and do maintenance of
Nanok’s equipment and depot Daneborg
e) to receive goods for Nanok in Daneborg
f) to prepare for the Nanok expedition 2019

Arrival and start-up
As usual, this year’s trip started in Kastrup
Airport, and we took off as planned. We had a
few hours’ wait in Reykjavik before flying to
Constable Pynt with a Dash-8. At the Pynt, we
broke the record of shortest stay ever as we were
met with a sign with our names on. We had to
board the Twin Otter immediately. The schedule
was tight. We had no objections and after 3 min.
and 37 seconds at the Pynt, we were in the air
again on our way towards Daneborg, where we
arrived at 8pm. We were well-received in
Daneborg, and, coincidently, the chef had saved
some dinner for us.
In the following days, we got an overview of
Nanok’s equipment in Daneborg, and we
prepared the dinghies. We did a test sail with the
two dinghies and helped Sirius with this year’s
skibsmik.
On 12 August, we loaded the dinghies with
equipment and made for the north. We only
made it as far as Dumpen on Daneborg, tough,
before one of the outboard motors stopped. After

Participants
Troels Andersen (Sirius ’08)
Sebastian Vestergaard (Sirius '10)
Jacob Weirsøe Schjødt, carpenter
The task
The main tasks for the Daneborg team this
summer were to complete a culture-historical
preservation of one of the Bass Rock houses and
to refit the hut Liavåg on Kap Wynn. The task
on Bass Rock was primarily to secure the
thermal envelope on the hut, so that the
construction won’t decay further and to make the
hut habitable once again. In 2014 the Greenland
National Museum prepared a work description
for the houses with the following
recommendations for future-proofing the houses:

Preparing for departure.
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The rest of the Liavåg hut [441-3] at Kap Wynn. In recent years there has been a major erosion of the coast, and
the hut has probably been crushed by waves and pack ice during a storm in 2017-2018. 19. august 2018.

a few hours of error detection, we realised that
the petrol we had filled in was too old. As it was
already late, we stayed another night in
Daneborg and filled in new petrol. On 13
August, we departed in a light fog and calm sea.
We made for Kap Wynn to inspect the
conditions there and then sailed to
Germaniahavn to stay overnight.

examine the conditions. Unfortunately, the
rumours were true. Liavåg hytten had seized to
exist. It seemed as though the place had been
exposed to a combination of a slide and an
erosion from the coast. What exactly had
happened was difficult to determine.
We then sailed to Germaniahavn, while the ice
started to pack more and more. The hut on
Germaniahavn [447-3] was in a good condition,
and after one cosy night in the hut, we sailed
towards Bass Rock on 14 August.

Liavåg hytten at Kap Wynn
Among our planned tasks was renovating Liavåg
[441-3] at Kap Wynn; but through the grapevine
we had heard that Sirius had not been able to
find the hut. It was as though it had disappeared,
as they had only found remains of the hut
consisting of broken boards and roofing felt.
There was nothing else to do but sail by and

The Bass Rock houses upon arrival.
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The Bass Rock house upon arrival.

The new Nanok stove quickly was taken into use. Troels Andersen, Jacob Weirsøe Schjødt, Sebastian Vestergaard.

Bass Rock
On our way to Bass Rock, we came across more
winter ice, and we had to go 3-4 km east to go
free of the ice, which was packing between
Pendulum Øerne and Sabine Ø. After that it was
clear water. The breakers at Bass Rock greeted
us, and at 9pm we were ready to take a closer
look at the place. The hut was generally in a
good condition, and we installed the coal oven as
the first thing, as we all needed to get warm. The
process was easy and quick, and 20 minutes later
we were in for another cosy evening in the oldest
building in North-East Greenland. Then we
made a battle plan for the order of the work.

The floor
Most important was the floor, which was in a
very bad state towards southeast. Like the rest of
the hut, the floor has been built in modules, and
we decided to replace about three bays, as the
rest were actually in a good condition. We tidied
up in the hut and prepared for replacing to
stabilise the floor. The walls of the hut were
standing on the floor, so we knocked in the floor
boards from the outside, and once again the
walls were on the floor. The result was good,
despite that, after more or less 120 years, there
are a few slants in the floor ...
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Rot in the floor.

Left: Joist layer is reinforced. Right: Floor knocked in from the outside. Walls standing on the floor.

New floor is laid.

plates were easy to work with and even looked a
surprisingly lot like the old zinc. To attach the
zinc, we used nails and old wood found at the
place.

Roof and door
After the floor had been fixed, Jacob and Troels
began working on the roof, while Sebastian
started making a new front door made from old
wood from the site. The zinc roof was generally
in a good condition, and we let all existing zinc
remain on the roof and only repaired the places
where wood had been exposed. The new zinc

Outside subsequent finishing treatment
Based on old pictures from the site, it has been
difficult to assess, if zinc has been mounted
inside and outside in all corners of the hut. In
15

Zinc work on the roof.

Left: Stovepipe opening. Middle: Cover sealed. Right: The old cover installed onto the new.

Left: Reparation of rotten wood. Middle: Production of new front door. Right: Installation of drip caps.

Left: Puttying of windows. Middle: New front door installed. Right: Nanok renovation poster.
connection with the roof project we completed
installation of the coal stove. It was not necessary to
adjust the pipe opening much when installing the
pipe, and finally the old cover was used on top of

some locations, there was zinc both inside and
outside, so we decided to hammer on zinc to all
jointings, inside as well as outside, to seal off from
drift snow in the winter. Furthermore, the hut was
treated with wood tar mixed with linseed oil. In

the new to maintain the authentic appearance.
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External work done!

Left. Museum corner. Right. Internal work done.

Bass Rock anno 2018.
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Back to Daneborg
On 18 August, we had finished our work and
planned to sail to Daneborg about lunch time.
The breakers on Lille Pendulum, however, had
other plans and showed its teeth in the shape of
1 to 2-meter-high swells. The swells could
potentially cause considerable damage to
equipment as well as crew, so after several
attempts to defeat the breakers, we decided to
stop the experiment. We unpacked and enjoyed
another night in the cosy hut. On 19 August, the
wind was offshore instead, and the swells were
smaller, which meant that we could set out.
About 9am we were off. On our way home, we
sailed past Kap Wynn once more to see the site
in sunshine. The situation hadn’t changed, the
hut was gone. Before reaching Daneborg, we
also passed Kap Herschell [417]. The house was
in a good condition.

Observing the breakers.
Among other small projects three boards on the
western side of the hut were replaced, rotten
wood by the door was replaced with new, a
window was puttied, a new drip cap was made
reaching all around the hut, a table was made,
and a corner was arranged as museum for the
things found at the site, including an old coal
stove, miscellaneous crockery, books, and
similar.

Change of plans
Due to the unexpected situation on Kap Wynn,
and because Hochstetterbugten was closed off
by ice, we arranged with the director of Nanok
to instead inspect the previously renovated huts
around Clavering Ø, i.e. Dahls Skær [412],

Left: Dahl Skær hytten. Right: Dødemandsbugten.

Left: Eskimonæs. Right: Norma Hytta.
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Left: Moskusheimen. Right: Sandodden.
Elvsborg [407], Dødemandsbugten [408],
Eskimonæs [405], Krogness [403], Norma Hytta
[411-2], Moskusheimen [429] and Bjørnnesstua
[437]. Therefore, we loaded the loyal dinghies
once again, this time also with miscellaneous
materials for doing possible reparations on the
abovementioned huts. We set off on 21 August.
Generally, the huts were in a good condition; but
Elvsborg and Norma Hytta had had visits from
bears. The damages from the bear visits were
repaired, and the rest of the huts were supplied
with different things, such as coal, matches and
hexamine fuel tablets. At Revet we had to do a
solid amount of towing work due to the tide but
managed to get through the shallow area and in
to Moskusheimen. The exterior wood work on
Moskusheimen needed a layer of paint – and got
what it deserved. Inside, a thorough cleaning and
scouring of the ceiling. En route we also stopped
by Skrænthytten [440] in the bottom of
Tyrolerfjord, a potential new Nanok project in
the future. Due to its relatively good condition,
the hut could be refitted. Afterwards, we sailed

towards Zackenberg to stay overnight. In the
evening, we stopped by the research station,
where we were invited to stay for dinner. The
next day, 25 August, at high tide, we sailed
towards Daneborg.
After two good trips, with the highlight being the
restoration of one of the expedition huts on Bass
Rock, it was time to clean out and say thank you.
The last days were spent on counting, tidying
and maintaining dinghies and motors.
Nanok team Daneborg 2018 says thank you for a
fantastic trip. During our stay at Daneborg,
Sirius has been extremely helpful with different
things, including lending us vehicles in
connection with landing boats, lending us boat
house for maintaining the dinghies as well as a
toilet now and then. Thank you very much for
that and the great hospitality. Likewise, a great
thank you to the people from Zackenberg and
Aarhus University, including Egon, Jonas and
Kenni.
Troels – Sebastian - Jacob

Left: Going back towards Sandodden. Right: Reparation of dinghy.
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Appendix:
from 2016)

Alabamahuset

onto Alabamahuset.
Such an opportunity appeared just recently, in
late August, when undersigned was contacted by
geologist Naja Mikkelsen, grand-daughter of
polar scientist Ejnar Mikkelsen and moreover
mother of Bjørn Mikkelsen, participant in
Nanok’s field team in 2016. Naja was happy to
inform me that a movie about her famous grandfather was being produced. On this occasion, she
and a movie crew would have the opportunity to
sail with the inspection ship "Vædderen", which,
during the yearly depot lay out for Sirius, also
was going to pay Alabamahuset a visit. If they
might take this opportunity to mount nameplate
and door? Yes, of course. It would be a nice
occasion to complete the project! Therefore, an
agreement was immediately made between
Nanok and Sirius about the practicalities, so that
nameplate and door would be ready, when
"Vædderen" called at Daneborg.
The inspection vessel arrived on 6 September
and among the goods on board were also
nameplate and door. The following morning, the
course was set north and later that afternoon
both plate and door had finally reached their
destination. Thus, project "Alabamahuset" was
finally completed.

(continued

Nameplate and door in place finally!
As you know, it was in the summer 2016 that a
Nanok field team was able to complete a longwanted culture-historical preservation and
refitting of Alabamahuset [518] on Shannon Ø,
in accordance with the directions of the
Greenland National Museum. The task was
completed to the letter – but two important
things were missing: Reconstructions of the
original "Alabama" nameplate and the original
front door (a cabin door from "Alabama"), which
Nanok in advance had had custom-made in
Denmark, never reached the field team on
Shannon. The reason was a mistake within the
Icelandic shipping firm, which was not capable
of delivering the things in time to the Navy’s
inspection ship, which, as arranged with Nanok,
would bring the materials to the field team on
Shannon. Fortunately, the Nanok team was able
to produce a temporary door and nameplate from
materials found at the site. The custom-made
things were instead returned from Iceland to
Denmark but were shipped to Daneborg in the
summer 2017 to await a new opportunity for
bringing them to Shannon and mounting them

Peter Schmidt Mikkelsen

Reconstructions of the original "Alabama" nameplate and the original front door (a cabin door
from "Alabama") are now in place in Alabamahuset.
20

On Nanok
Nordøstgrønlandsk Kompagni Nanok is a private, non-profit
organisation founded in 1992 upon the former Østgrønlandsk
Fangstkompagni Nanok A/S, founded in 1929.
The aim of Nanok is a.o. to contribute to disseminate knowledge
of North-East Greenland and its cultural history and to
contribute to securing the cultural monuments and buildings in
the area.
Nanok consists of a private group of seven persons, the Board.
These are: Peter Schmidt Mikkelsen (managing director), Jens
Erik Schultz, Tommy Pedersen, Palle V. Norit, Søren Rysgaard,
Fritz Ploug Nielsen and Jesper Mølbæk Stentoft (treasurer).
Nanok’s accountant is Aka Lynge. Torben E. Jeppesen assist with
purchase of assets. Nanok’s logistics centre is managed by
Kristian Nevers. Besides the above mentioned, a number of
private individuals actively participate in Nanok’s work. All work
in Nanok is voluntary and unpaid.
Each summer, Nanok dispatches a field team of typically 6-10
participants divided into 2-3 teams who work in North-East
Greenland for three to five weeks. The results of this work are
documented and published in a field report. The expedition
participants are chosen by the Board. In the years 1991-2018, a
total of 175 Nanok'ers – or more than 75 private individuals –
have been dispatched to North-East Greenland.
To perform its tasks, Nanok controls a considerable amount of
expedition assets. Nevertheless, Nanok possesses no property in
Greenland.
Nanok’s work is financed by the Aage V. Jensens Fonde.
Among Nanok’s many loyal partners and supporters are:
Norlandair, Arctic Research Centre, Arctic Science Partnership,
Greenland Self Government, The Greenland National Museum &
Archive, Greenland Institute of Natural Resources, Arctic
Command, The Sirius Sledge Patrol, Defence Guard Mestersvig,
Station and Patrol Service Greenland, Royal Arctic Line and
TELE Greenland.
Since 1991 Nanok has repaired and maintained approx. 50
cultural historical buildings and has for this effort gained
considerable recognition and support, a.o. from the Greenland
Self Government. Since 2010, Nanok has had a formal
cooperative agreement with The Greenland National Museum &
Archive.
In the years 2003-2007, encouraged by the Greenland SelfGovernment of the time, Nanok worked out a new, unique
structural survey of all cultural historical huts and stations in
North-East Greenland. Extensive data from these surveys, incl.
photos and GPS positions, is published in “North-East Greenland
1908-60. The Trapper Era” (Mikkelsen 2008). A new revised
Danish edition of this book will be published in the autumn 2019.
You can experience a range of the old East Greenlandic huts in
Google Street View via a link from http://www.xsirius.dk/
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List of North-East Greenlandic stations and huts renovated by Nanok 1991 - 2018:
No.
Name
Renovation year
No.
Name
201
Antarctichavn
2001 (knust 2002)
350
Loch Fyne
209-2 Nyhavn
2007
356
Hoelsbu
218
Kap Peterséns
1998
358-3 Strindberghuset
224-2 Kongeborgen
2001
367-2 Mellemhuset
222
Holm Bugt hytten
2001
403
Krogness
232
Sverresborg
2014
405
Eskimonæs
235
Ørnereden, Ella Ø
2015-2018
407
Elvsborg
235
Tolvmandsbarakken
2015-2018
408
Dødemandsbugten
236
Maristua
2008
411-2 Norma hytta
238
Mineralbukta
2010
412
Dahl Skær hytten
241
Svedenborg
2011
417
Kap Herschell
301
Laplace
2009
425
Sandodden/Karina
304
Arentz hytten
2008
429
Moskusheimen
305
Namdalshytten
2010
434
Leirvågen
308
Kap Humboldt
1997
438-2 Zackenberg
309
Rendalshytten
2010
438-4 Fiskerhytten
310
Bjørnheimen
2008
437
Bjørnnesstua
317
Brøggers hytte
2012
443
Blæsenborghytten
320
Smedal
2012
444
Antonsens hytte
322
Noa Sø hytten
2008
447
Germaniahavn
324
Varghytten
2002, 2007
454
Fjordbotten
325
Renbugthytten
2010
461
Bass Rock
335
Myggbukta
1999, 2002, 2011
510
Hochstetter
337
Ragnhilds-hytten
2008
514
Ny Jonsbu
340
Kap Ovibos hytten
2000, 2007, 2012
518
Alabamahuset
341
Halle
2011
531
Ottostrand
345
Bråstad
2011
628-1 Villaen, Danmarkshavn
347
Petrahytten
2011
--Kap Moltke /Brønlundhus
Source of hut numbers and names: Peter Schmidt Mikkelsen: North-East Greenland 1908-60
Polar Research Institute (SPRI), University of Cambridge (2008).

Kap Harald Moltke
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Renovation year
1993, 2007
1999, 2000, 2007
2013
2010
2010
1998
2007-2008
2013-2014
2010
2010
2002
1994-2000, 2007, 2009
1994
2008
1991-1992
2008
2008
2017
2017
1999
2013
2018
1996, 1998
1995
2016
2009
2017
2001
The Trapper Era. The Scott

.
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